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be ordered off the field. On the contrary, if he breaks them>
cleverly and all the other players content themselves with
protesting that he is just not playing the game, he may
score a record number of goals. That is what Hitler did
between 1933 and 1939*
Whether we like it or not, we have got to scrap our
definition of war and grasp Hitler's. Otherwise we shall
not be able to resist him at all. This means that before
we decide our own strategy we must understand his. That
is not difficult as Hitler has explained his methods quite
clearly in Mem Kampf\ and if that is not enough we can
study them in the books of Dr. Rauschning who was once
an intimate associate of his.
Hitler's objective is the supremacy of the German Race.
People have been inclined to laugh at Racialism and to
believe that because it is scientific nonsense it has no
political significance. But to think this is to commit a fatal
mistake. Once Hitler had made his objective the supremacy
of the German Race, his war became not a battle of nation-
state against nation-state but a revolutionary struggle to
destroy nation-states altogether and to create a new
European order. He did not merely defeat Austria and
Czecho-Slovakia, Poland, Denmark, Holland, Belgium,,
Norway and France and then come to terms with their
Governments: he destroyed them as such. And he is now
trying to create in their place a new type of government,
of social order and of economic life.
If the objectives of those who wage war are different
then their strategy will be different. In the war of 1914
both sides were trying to achieve a military victory; but
each side assumed that, when it had achieved that
military victory, it would coine to terms with the other
Government. Frontiers might be changed, reparations
might be paid, but neither side, until very near the
end of the war, showed any interest in the internal
politics of the other, or any desire to disintegrate its social
order.